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THE REPORT ON THE PALESTINE RIOTS 





EAVY military protection is being 

provided for the religious festivals 
of the forthcoming fortnight in Jerusalem, 
when Christian pilgrims from all over the 
world will arrive for the celebration of 
Easter, Jews pour in for the observance 
of Passover, and Moslems by the thousand 
come to the Mosque of Omar, just beyond 
the Wailing Wall, to commemorate the 
feast of Nebi Musa. Public opinion is still 
in an inflamed state as a result of the 
unfortunate events of the past eight 
months, and every precaution has been 
taken to prevent another outbreak now. 


The British Commission of Inquiry 
which was sent to Palestine in October 
has at last concluded its report, which was 
published on March 31. In summarizing 
its own findings the commission declares 
that the fundamental cause, 


“without which, in our opinion, the disturb- 
ances would either not have occurred or 
would have been little more than a local riot, 
is the Arab feeling of animosity and hostility 
towards the Jews, consequent upon the dis- 
appointment of their political and national 
aspirations and fear for their economic future. 


“The feeling as it exists today is based on 
the two-fold fear of the Arabs that by Jewish 
immigration and land purchase they may be 
deprived of their livelihood and in time pass 
under the political domination of the Jews. 
In our opinion the immediate causes of the 
outbreak were first, a long series of incidents 
connected with the Wailing Wall which began 
on the Day of Atonement in September 1928 
and ended with the Moslem demonstration of 
August 16, 1929. 


“These must be regarded as a whole, but 
the incident among them which in our view 
contributed most to the outbreak was the 
Jewish demonstration at the Wailing Wall on 
August 15. Next in importance we put the 
activities of the Society for the Protection of 
the Moslem Holy Places and in a lesser degree 
of the Pro-Wailing Wall Committee; secondly 
the exciting and intemperate articles which 
appeared in some Arabic papers, in one He- 
brew daily paper, and in the Jewish weekly 


published in English; thirdly the propaganda 
among the less educated Arab people, of a 
character calculated to incite them; fourthly 
the enlargement of the Jewish Agency; fifthly 
the inadequacy of the military forces and re- 
liable police available; sixthly the belief, due 
largely to a feeling of uncertainty as to the 
policy, that the decisions of the Palestine 
government could be influenced by political 
considerations.” 


The report deals with subjects of 
such a controversial nature that neither 
Jewish nor Arab groups have accepted the 
commission’s judgments without reserva- 
tion; it is the Zionist group, however, 
which has found the most to disagree with 
in the report. Within the commission it- 
self there was disagreement also, the 
Labour representative having arrived at 
conclusions more favorable to Zionist 
activity than those of his colleagues. 


Few quarrel with the finding of the 
commission to the effect that difficulties 
inherent in the mandate and in the Bal- 
four Declaration are factors of supreme 
importance, and that it would be “of the 
greatest assistance in securing the good 
government of the country” if the British 
government were to issue “a clear decla- 
ration of policy, backed by a statement 
that it is the firm intention of the govern- 


ment to supplement that policy to the 
full.” 


Whether it will be possible for any 
British government to administer the 
Palestine mandate in such a manner as 
“to do full justice to all sections of the 
population in Palestine,” as Mr. Mac- 
Donald in Parliament on April 3 promised 
to do, depends on whether Arabs and Jews 
can be persuaded to modify their demands 
to a point where they can be made mu- 
tually compatible. This stage has not yet 
been reached. 


ELIZABETH P. MACCALLUM 
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German Domestic Troubles 


The Miiller Grand Coalition government 
resigned on March 27 because of failure 
to agree on a financial program, particu- 
larly on unemployment relief. It has been 
replaced by a Cabinet under the chan- 
cellorship of Dr. Heinrich Bruening, 
Reichstag leader of the Center party. The 
new “conservative-bourgeois” Ministry 
represents the Catholic Center, the Demo- 
cratic, the Economic, the Bavarian 
People’s parties and includes also one 
“Tory Democrat” and one Nationalist. 
The Social Democrats, the strongest party, 
are now in the opposition. 


President von Hindenburg’s influence 
in this latest crisis has been very great. 
He officially authorized Dr. Bruening to 
dissolve the Reichstag in case the new 
Ministry failed of a vote of confidence, 
and also to conduct the government under 
Article 48 of the Reich Constitution, which 
gives to the President practically dic- 
tatorial powers “if public safety and order 
be seriously disturbed or threatened.” 
Furthermore, the President appears to 
have used his influence to persuade Dr. 
Martin Schiele, a Nationalist and leader 
of the agrarian forces in the Reich, to ac- 
cept the agriculture portfolio in the 
Bruening Cabinet. Dr. Schiele resigned 
his seat in the Reichstag in order not to 
commit the Nationalist party by his par- 
ticipation in the government. Hinden- 
burg’s action is directly in line with his 
recent announcement made at the time he 
signed the German-Polish Liquidation 
Agreement, insisting on immediate relief 
for Germany’s eastern provinces. 

Dr. Bruening presented his program to 
the Reichstag on April 1, stressing Ger- 
many’s intention loyally to execute her 
international obligations, promising im- 
mediate relief for agriculture, financial 
and treasury reforms and strict economy. 
After much bickering, the Reichstag on 
April 3 rejected a Socialist “no-confi- 
dence” motion by 252 to 187 votes. This 
precarious majority was caused by a last 
minute shift in the Nationalist ranks, the 
bulk of the party voting for the govern- 
ment because of its agricultural program. 


The life of the new Cabinet is at best 
uncertain. The problem of financing these 
reforms is as yet unsolved, and the un- 
employment insurance question which 
caused the fall of the Miiller Ministry is 
not settled. It is estimated that about 
three-fifths of the Reichstag are hostile 
to the Bruening Cabinet and a general 
election in the Reich seems probable. 


MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER 








Opening up Abyssinia 


An event which may have far-reaching 
results in Africa was the signal defeat 
on March 31 of the enemies of Ras Tafari, 
King (formerly Regent) of Abyssinia. 
Projects for the development of vast un- 
developed areas in the Nile Valley, de- 
pending on the opening up of Abyssinia 
itself, have long been balked by the iso- 
lationist supporters of the Empress Zau- 
dita. Her death and the defeat of her 
army within the past week permit Ras 
Tafari at last to announce that he will 
proceed not only to clear Abyssinia of 
the slave-drivers who have terrorized it, 
but also to open up his country with the 
aid of American and other foreign capital 
on terms which will safeguard its inde- 
pendence. E. P. M. 


A Girl in Soviet Russia, by Andrée Viollis. New 
York, Crowell Company, 1929. 
A Frenchwoman reports on her impressions 
of a trip through Russia, which took her from 
Moscow to the Caucasus. 
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